Abstract
Introduction
A few kilometres outside Bloemfontein a traveller will find the National Women's Considering the innumerable web-sites, the many conferences, articles, tours available to famous battle sites and re-evaluations of the Anglo-Boer War that are taking place in anticipation of the centenary commemorations, it is perhaps also appropriate to consider the discursive terrain that the National Women's Monument (NWM) has occupied for close on a century.
Revisiting the NWM warrants inspection for two other reasons. Firstly, this century has seen the unprecedented emergence of nationalisms across the world and calls evoking the nation state appear set to prevail within the next century too. A dominant Afrikaner nationalism has waned, but a new multi-cultural nationalism is on the upswing in South Africa. Nationalisms are not static phenomena: with respect to women, I contend that Afrikaner nationalism progressed through principally three stages before it became a nationalism subaltern to the new African nationalism. As far as women are concerned, the first stage of nationalism calls for women to become mothers of the nation. In 1989
Gaitskell and Unterhalter looked at the question of mothers of the nation by making a comparative analysis of nation, race and motherhood in Afrikaner nationalism and the African National Congress (ANC). They felt that these nationalisms' mothers of the nation were fundamentally different on the grounds of widely divergent positions in current South African society on the basis of racial, cultural, economic, ethnic and political variables. Looking at it from a discursive point of view however, there are significant parallels and many rhetorical convergences as far as mobilising women for a cause are concerned. Despite new affirmative policies with regard to women, I believe that the discourses current in both the exclusive Afrikaner nationalism and the more inclusive
African nationalism of South Africa will continue. It is my contention that both the Afrikaner and the African nationalist movements are part of the same discursive framework in the Foucauldian sense and that the manufacturing of motherhood, for amongst others, nationalistic purposes, owes its genesis to the same constellation of discourses. The nationalist imperative requires women and women's groups to subsume issues of gender equality and to 'affiliate' to the nationalist rhetoric.
South Africa's new constitution entrenches non-sexism. But there is a vast difference between such endorsement in a document, and such practice in a country where only a small percentage of women and men have the social and material resources to enforce such practice. Laying open the discourses which emerged around the NWM might provide pointers to the vicissitudes of the future position of women.
The second reason why the unteasing of discourses around the NWM might provide future insight relates to the question of unsettlement and settlement. In periods of war, or siege, civil disturbance or struggle or even in periods of migration such as the Great Trek and the rural-urban migration of women in the twentieth century, women are allowed far greater latitude in their actions than in periods of settlement and quiet. If there is a cause for liberation, women are hailed as those that yoked themselves to ploughs for lack of oxen, as those who planted bombs, took up arms, and as those who did things normally only associated with men. Once homes are being built or rebuilt, once the fear of capture or death has loosened its grip, once a government is in place and in power, old practices reassert themselves, former rhetorics of the mother's rightful place manifest themselves, and there emerges again from the war-time freedoms accorded women, the old, sedimented layers of notions about 'a woman's place'. It would appear that changes in society's attitudes towards women during a period of trauma or stress (i.e. the Great Trek and the Anglo-Boer War or the struggle for liberation by South Africa's disenfranchised) are only of temporary duration. As soon as life returns to 'normal' the women's sphere becomes re-defined and maintained by the prevailing patriarchal structures, regardless of the events of the preceding century or the immediate past. The rhetoric that has sedimented over the NWM is one place where one can begin to identify and sort out the discourses of war, conflict and peace, power and nationalism.
Background to the monument
One of the reasons for incarcerating the women in the concentration camps during the Anglo-Boer War was to prevent "the guerrillas being helped by civilians [women]" (Pakenham, 1982:494) . Kitchener's first priority was to win the War and in this he was successful. Pakenham notes that " [M] eat was at first not included in the rations given to the women and children, whose menfolk were still out on commando, which provided a useful economy and a useful encouragement for the men to come in and surrender" (Pakenham, 1982:494) . The prevalence of typhoid, extremely poor medical facilities, lack of water and milk and the fact that one in five of those incarcerated died in the camps, left, (1982:495) .
In exile in Europe, President Kruger is reported to have said that "our opponents expect our women, because of their intense suffering, to persuade the men to surrender, but even here they [the enemy] will be disappointed" (in Van Rensburg, 1966:46) . Van Rensburg also reports General Smuts as writing that "barely a single letter that was smuggled out of the camps to the commando's neglected to encourage the men to fight to the death and never to bring the shame of surrender over their families " (1966:46 
Mothers breast-feed the volk
The first stage of nationalism as far as women are concerned, deals with women as mothers of the nation -expected to breast-feed the volk and the first brochure written by N.J. van der Merwe (1926) is a fine example. This is a text intended to marshall the volk:
where role models would be based on the male and female Boer heroes of the past. But this is not so. Even so did Destiny, the mighty Sculptor, ...like clay in his hands take these simple women and children from their quiet homes, mould and chasten them through the successive stages of their suffering, till at length, purified and perfected to the Master-mind by the fierce fire of their trial, they passed from human sight to forever in the sacred memory of your land. Their spirit which we feel so near to us today warns ever: "Beware lest you forget what caused that struggle in the past. We died without a murmur to bear our part in saving our country from those [the British] who loved her not but only desired her riches" (in Van Reenen 1984:403, my emphasis).
For Hobhouse, however, while God is undeniably male, the fatherland of Steyn and other
Afrikaner officials at the function, embodies the female principle. The grammatical rule in Afrikaans (although its application is more relaxed these days) stipulates that anything which is not biologically female, must be designated as male -one reason why the issue of fatherland is prevalent. But the grammatical rule collapses when historians write about the motherland. In English, the use of motherland and fatherland are interchangeable, Although Hobhouse's full address is placed as an addendum in Britz's (1955 Britz's ( -1961 translation, it can be seen as significant that the part of Hobhouse's speech quoted above is left out of Van der Merwe's text. Van der Merwe elects to close this section in his own words: "The memorial calls with mighty voice for sacrifice to God and Fatherland" (1926:17) . He also neglects to quote the following words in the closing paragraphs of Brink unequivocally calls such construction "man-made woman" (1990). Oberholster, however, consistently gives precedence to lists of male Commission members and official speakers at the opening ceremonies, foregrounding all the plans regarding the erection and unveiling of the monument and revealing through such discourse that the Afrikaner woman has been placed even further outside the modern historical process. Afrikaner nationalism was a success and women no longer needed to be mobilised. The third brochure, intended to elucidate and re-memory the National Women's Monument, has little to do with the women or the War -instead we are confronted by a Commission who wants it recorded that they have remained true to the spirit of the original statute.
In his discussion of the pastoral farm novels of C.M. Van den Heever of the 1930s, Coetzee notes that the relationship between a good farmer and his land is a "proprietorship [which] comes to embody a marriage not so much between himself and the farm as between his lineage" (Coetzee, 1988:86) . In like fashion the NWM Commission has such "proprietorship". The ancestral estate must be well stewarded not only for the ancestors but also for the descendants of the Afrikaner. The brochure has not become a commemorative document wherein the women and the War are remembered, but a text commemorating the all-male Commission.
Conclusion
In this article I have used three texts which were intended to commemorate women in order to illustrate how one particular nationalism has manufactured, abandoned and then finally buried the women intended to bring it to fruition in the first place. In the history of Afrikaner nationalism, the category of woman has not remained stable. It has exhibited a fluidity influenced by male attitudes toward the nation and wherein women themselves have collaborated with and adapted to the complex and often contradictory relationships between nationalism and gender. Almost inevitably, issues of female identity have remained subsidiary to the nationalist imperative.
Believing that all nationalisms are part of the same constellation of discourses, it does not really matter whether a nationalism has subaltern status or whether it has achieved statehood. Once any form of struggle is over, once life settles down again, the issue of women runs the risk of becoming ghettoised within nationalism. Putting aside for the moment South Africa's new constitution where women's rights are entrenched, I feel that the real issue for women generally and feminism in particular, is to avoid a status of affiliation to calls for nationhood. Much like the women scouts and fighters of the Mau Mau in Kenya and female veterans of liberation struggles in states such as Zimbabwe and Namibia, South African women's involvement in the struggle will be largely forgotten and calls for national homogeneity will subsume issues of gender. One might argue that it is not nationalism per se which is the culprit, but patriarchy which 'closes off' the woman.
But until there is a nationalism which forces the patriarch to re-evaluate the relationship between nationalism and gender I feel that the very configurations of a nationalist imperative demand complicity by women. Nationalism, says Kandiyoti, "[exerts] pressure on women to articulate their gender interests within the terms of reference set by nationalist discourse" (quoted in Graham, 1996: 366) . Gender then becomes subaltern to a nationalism promoted with a determinism to become the dominant discourse again. Within such a discourse, despite differences of class, economic status and race, gender is forced into an "affiliation" with nationalism to press its claims. Radhakrishnan also notes that the politics of nationalism become the binding and overarching umbrella that subsumes other and different temporalities....
[The] ideology of nationalist politics...acts as the normative mode of the political as such...consequently, the women's question is constrained to take on a nationalistic expression as a prerequisite for being considered 'political ' (1992:78) .
